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HOME AT LAST
by Heidi Van Nurden

Ross is a charming, thoughtful, and sensitive 
twenty-seven year old man who has lots of 
interests, including baseball, video games, 
airplanes, and traveling.  Ross is also a very 
complex young man who requires a unique 
support system.  Ross was born with a medical 
condition which has affected his mobility, 
stamina, hearing, and vision. Ross is legally deaf 
and blind and communicates using American 
Sign Language (ASL). Aggression and impulse 
control are perhaps some of the most troubling 
challenges of Ross’ condition.  

Up until June of 2013, Ross was living in 
the community in the northwestern part 

of Wisconsin and was supported by a 
residential agency for three and a half years. 
Due to Ross’ increasing aggression, Ross 
was admitted to the hospital. During this 
time, Ross’ residential agency gave notice 
to Ross and his team reporting that they 
could no longer continue to support Ross 
in the community. This was devastating 
news, as his team knew how difficult it 

would be to find another provider that 
could meet Ross’ unique needs.
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Monumental collaboration and planning 
occurred between SWC staff, Ross’ 
parents, Options for Community Growth 
(Ross’ chosen residential provider), 
Department of Health Services, IRIS 
(Long-Term Care Program), Avenues to 
Community, and Beth Mount (Person-
Centered Planning expert).

continued on page 3
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The Arc-Dane County held their Annual Awards banquet on Thursday, April 25 at the Madison Concourse Hotel. 
The Arc-Dane County is celebrating 63 years of advocacy and services. Radio talk show host, Mitch Henck, 
served as the Master of Ceremonies during the award presentations, offering humor and touching profiles of the 
people who received awards for their outstanding contributions to the disability community. Several members 
of the community, parents, and service providers were recognized for the care and advocacy for the individuals 
they support. Ron and Sharon Braem were awarded the Parent Advocate award for the support that they provide 
to their daughter Sara. Ron and Sharon helped Sara purchase her own condominium and are her main support 
providers.  In January 2014, Sara experienced a significant health event which lead to a hospitalization and rehab 
stay.  Ron and Sharon continue to visit their daughter every day and have advocated for her to receive the best care 
with a plan to return to the community.   Congratulations Ron and Sharon!!!

 Parent Advocate Award
Ron and Sharon Braem

by Andrea Gehling

ARC- Dane County

SOLD!
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myTEAM TRIUMPH is an athletic mentoring program 
created for individuals with disabilities.

myTEAM TRIUMPH brings the community together 
with the equipment necessary to allow them to 

experience the energy of packet pick-up and the thrill 
of crossing the finish line.

myTEAM TRIUMPH promotes health, teamwork, and 
community, and requires the involvement of many 

people with diverse abilities and disabilities.

 Lee Dalgety, Regional Director, Central 
myTEAM TRIUMPH Wisconsin

608-609-9946
www.myteamtriumph-wi.org

myTEAM TRIUMPH Wisconsin
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NEW OPPORTUNITY AND CONNECTIONS

Pamela is one of six 
photographers whose 

photographs of Madison sites are on view and for sale 
at Chocolaterian Cafe located at 2004 Atwood Ave. in 
Madison. The hours of the cafe are: Tuesday-Thursday, 
10am-9pm; Friday, 10am-9:30pm; Saturday, 10am-
10pm; Sunday, 10am-6pm; Closed on Monday.  Pamela 
and the other photographers are enrolled in the VSA Art 
Center’s digital photography class called Photo Town.

Pam’s photograph, as shown above, has been sold but will 
remain at the cafe on exhibit until August 31, 2014.

Pamela’s father John and cousin Kathie celebrated Pam’s 
talents at an artist reception held on Friday July 18, 2014 
among the amazing chocolate confections which are also 
works of art. A perfect venue to celebrate the senses.



TRIBUTE TO QUALITY CAREGIVING   

HOME AT LAST continued

by Stephanie Iliff   

Ross remained in the hospital from 
June of 2013 until November of 2013, 
when he was transferred to Southern 
Wisconsin Center (SWC). SWC is 
a state operated intermediate care 
facility in southeastern Wisconsin 
that specializes in serving people 
with intellectual disabilities. 
During Ross’ stay in the hospital 
and at SWC, his team worked 
tirelessly to find an agency who 
would be willing and able to 
provide the unique supports 
that Ross requires. In January of 
2014, Ross’ team identified an 
agency in the southeastern part 
of Wisconsin that had experience 
working with challenging behaviors 
and people who required ASL fluent 

staff. Monumental collaboration and planning 
occurred between SWC staff, Ross’ parents, 
Options for Community Growth (Ross’ chosen 
residential provider), Department of Health 
Services, IRIS (Long-Term Care Program), 
Avenues to Community, and Beth Mount 
(Person-Centered Planning expert).

On April 15, 2014, Ross moved from Southern 
Wisconsin Center to his own apartment in 
the community, in a suburb of Milwaukee.  
Throughout this transition, Ross continues 
to blossom and try new things. He has been 
building positive relationships with his staff and 
neighbors and has met new friends.  He’s active 
and involved in the community and has since 
joined the local Special Olympics Tee-Ball team. 
Ross has been busy participating in activities at 
the YMCA and recently traveled to Wisconsin 
Dells where he visited the Science Museums, 
rode the Ducks and attended a Tommy Bartlett 
event.  Ross has also been expanding his cultural 
horizons and has been participating in events 
at the Jewish Community Center.  Ross’ team 
continues to explore more ways for Ross to be 
involved in his community and Ross continues 
to keep an open mind about trying new things.  
Ross and his team celebrate his progress and his 
team applauds his courage as he starts a new 
chapter in his life. 

Karen Pollock, Adult Family Home Provider, was awarded the Fran Phelan 
Award at the Annual AFH Dinner this past April.  This award honors an 
individual caregiver that demonstrates excellent, loving care to consumers.  
Carolyn and Kim have lived with the Pollock family in Waunakee, WI. 
since 2009. Karen came into the lives of Carolyn and Kim when they were 
young children.  The Pollock home provided them with loving care, first 
as foster care parents and then as adult family home providers.  Carolyn 
and Kim were treated as important family members of the Pollock family, 
attending many soccer games and community events together, participating 

in family gatherings, spending time with the Pollock children and, more recently, with the Pollock grandchildren.  
Prior to 2009, Karen also served as legal guardian for Carolyn.  No matter what hat Karen has worn in Carolyn and 
Kim’s lives……foster care parent, legal guardian, adult family home provider…….she has worn the hat well!  All 
three have benefitted from their long- time relationship.  Karen has been a strong advocate and loving person, walking 
beside the women during their long-time relationship.  Congratulations to Karen for her focus on supporting a good 
quality of life for Kim and Carolyn.    

3



A warm welcome to the 
newest member of our 
team, Stephanie Bloedorn. 
Stephanie graduated in 
2007 with a BSW.  Since 
then, she worked as a 
Vocational Case Manager 

and Guardianship Specialist before joining 
the Avenues team in 2014. She enjoys 
building meaningful relationships and 
helping others achieve their dreams. 
She enjoys swimming, zumba, card 
making, and spending time with her 
family, friends, husband, and her cat. 
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W E L C O M E

CONGRATULATIONS 2014 FASHION FOR ALL ABILITIES PARTICIPANTS! 

CONGRATULATIONS
TO AVENUES’ BOARD MEMBER

TED SEHMER

Ted Sehmer received the “Community Partner 
Award” from the Stoughton Area Resource Team 
(START), a United Way of Dane County agency, 

that provides a safety net for families in crisis. 

Congratulations Rick Lewis! 
We celebrate you on your 15th 

anniversary of employment with
Jungs Garden Center. 

ANNIVERSARY



Join the fun and spend time with friends!
Come to Avenues to Community’s Annual Picnic!

Hamburgers ,  brat s  and hot  dogs  wi l l  be  ser ved !  
Please bring a dish to share and your preferred beverage. Last names starting with A through N 

please bring a salad or side dish and O through Z please bring a dessert. 

For more information, call us at (608) 663-8390 or check our website at www.avenuestocommunity.com

JOIN THE

AVENUES

with Dance Instructor

Gio Guzman

!
PICNIC

ZUMBA

annual

Directions:
Olin Turville Park is across from the Alliant Energy Center. From the beltline highway, exit 263 and merge onto John Nolan 
Dr. Turn right at W. Lakeside St. and follow the red balloons to the main pavilion.

THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 4, 2014
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
OLIN TURVILLE PARK MADISON

PARTY
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See you at our next trip! 
The Dancing Horses Dinner Theatre -Wednesday, September 10, 2014

For information on future trips, please contact Duncan McNelly at (608) 663-8390 ext. 283
 by email duncanm@avenuestocommunity.org 

Avenues is now offering Day Trippers events. 
Join the fun and spend time with friends! 

2014
Day Trippers

Mississippi River Boat -Wednesday, October 15, 2014
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9TH ANNUAL SUPER B OWLING EVENT

JOIN US AND HAVE FUN!
WEAR YOUR SPOOKIEST HALLOWEEN COSTUME

SIGN UP 
NOW!

For more information, please contact
your Avenues Support Broker or call us at
(608) 663-8390 or go to www.avenuestocommunity.com
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ENJOY 3 GAMES, FREE 
SHOE RENTALS AND 
MANY DOOR PRIZES

Saturday, October 18, 2014
1:00 PM

Bowl-A-Vard Lanes
2121 E. Springs Dr.  Madison

AVENUES



Complete the attached form and return it to Avenues by Friday, October 3, 2014. Avenues will send an event packet of information 
that includes an explanation about the event, pledge card with information about Avenues and an envelope for collecting pledges.

 The pledge card along with all pledges needs to be turned in to the Avenues office by Friday, October 10, 2014. 

All bowlers should arrive at Bowl-A-Vard Lanes at least 20 minutes prior to the start of the event

Super Bowling Registration Form - Complete & Return by Friday, October 10, 2014.

         INDIVIDUAL - $80 Minimum Pledge             TEAM - $500 Minimum Pledge

Individual or Team Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: (     )  ______________________  Email Address: ___________________________________

Send completed registration form to Avenues to Community, Inc., Attn:  Kevin Keisling, 2802 Coho 
Street, Suite #201, Madison, WI 53713.

Please let us know if you need any special accommodations: _____________________________________________

R E G I S T E R  N O W  -  S U P E R  B O W L I N G  2 0 1 4
Minimum pledge: 

Each bowler must raise a minimum of $80 in pledges to bowl. Teams (up to 5) must raise a minimum of $500.
Ask family, friends, neighbors and coworkers to sponsor you.  

Sponsor donations can be made in amounts of $10, $20 or more.  
Checks should be payable to: Avenues to Community, Inc.  

AVENUES TO COMMUNITY, INC.
2802 Coho Street, Suite 201

Madison, WI 53713
w w w. a v e n u e s t o c o m m u n i t y. c o m

SERVING INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES


