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arner Moss graduated from Madison Memorial High School in
2014 and, after a year in Project SEARCH at the VA Hospital,
he started work at Alliant Energy in Fall 2014. That summer he started swimming in disability swim
meets sponsored by the US Paralympic organization, and from then until Fall 2014 he has broken 7
US swim records for Paralympic classification S14 (Intellectual disability).
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Garner has spent 3 weeks training at the US Olympic training center and continues to swim in
national and international meets as a member of the Iowa Flyers swim club based in Iowa City, IA. He
also will continue to train with the US Paralympic team in Colorado Springs.
In Iowa City Garner is a freshman at the UI REACH (Realizing Education and Career Hopes) program.
He lives in the dorm with a roommate and takes REACH courses; examples are computer skills,
career exploration, and health and wellness to help prepare for a job, career, and living independently.
REACH students have the freedom to be college students and enjoy a Big Ten college life. He loves
attending Hawkeye football games, eating on and off campus, and being away from home. This spring
he will start to work on his career focus, which is healthcare services, and for the second year he will
work at internships in his career focus area. After 2 years at REACH Garner expects to live on his own
with a friend or friends and either train full time as a swimmer in Colorado or have a job.
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Dane County Executive, Joe Parisi, congratulated Matthew Wood and his co-worker for
25 years of employment with Dane County.
The recognition event on November 19,
2014 was attended by family members,
Community Work Services staff and over
fifty co-workers from various Dane County
departments.
continued on pg. 3

Making Connections
by Andrea Gehling

Day
Trippers

Donna became a member of the Cross Plains and Mazomanie Capacity
Building project in 2014. Like many people who are participating in
this project, Donna lives with her mother and is in need of additional
support in her home. With the help of a Capacity Building Community
Connector, Donna is now involved in a Zumba class. A fellow class
member takes her to and from the class. Ideas of other activities have
also been identified through this project, which will hopefully be
realized next year.
In addition to the Capacity Builiding project, Donna and 20 people
important in her life got together to help her plan for her future. As a
part of that planning process, Donna’s team started to realize how many
connections she already had. Additionally, Donna was able to express
herself more clearly regarding things in her life that she wants to do.
Donna liked hearing all the ideas people had. Although futures planning
is a process and things might change for her over time, Donna’s goals
and dreams remain at the center of every discussion.

Mississippi River Boat

Dream Home
by Stephanie Thousand

Home can be defined as a place where you dictate who comes and
who goes, what decorations to have on the walls, and never having
to feel guilty about turning up your favorite song and singing at the
top of your lungs. Nelia was able to make this dream a reality at
the end of August, 2014 when she signed her very first apartment
lease. Nelia’s one bedroom apartment is just perfect for her young
and spunky personality. It happens to be just blocks from where
her family lives and around the corner from one of her two jobs.
As an added bonus, Nelia and her team began working on building her independent living skills earlier that summer with the
help of Mobility Training and Independent Living Program (MTILP). Nelia meets bi-weekly with a trainer from MTILP to
expand her cooking repertoire. Nelia hopes to host a dinner party sometime in the near future in her new home.
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Matthew’s smile is appreciated by everyone at the Northport Drive
Human Service building as he frequently visits all of their offices to
collect paper from recycle bins. As long as Dane County continues
to generate paper, Matthew has the choice of working there for 25
more years!
Jeff Sabean is a busy guy with three part-time jobs each week. Jeff
was a proud recipient of an employee recognition award for 20
years of employment with the Department of Corrections. Jeff
Rutter, Department of Corrections staff, presented this award at a celebratory event on November 20, 2014 with cake and
balloons. Jeff’s family and friends also attended the celebration.
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Brian spent the past 5 years
working for a residential agency
providing support to adults with
developmental disabilities. Most
recently he
was a
Community
Support
Manager providing and overseeing
supports for individuals in Madison
and Stoughton. He enjoys
movies and music of
all kinds, running, and
spending time with friends,
family, his wife, and dog.

Welcome!

Brian

2014 SUPER BOWLING EVENT
(Halloween Theme)

Doering
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In observance of the following holidays, our office will be closed:

Thursday, January 1
Monday, January 19
Monday, May 25		
Friday, July 3		
Monday, September 7
Thursday, November 26
Friday, November 27
Thursday, December 24
Friday, December 25
Thursday, December 31

New Year’s Day
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Thanksgiving Day
Day After Thanksgiving Day
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve

Food Drive

by Stephanie Iliff
Once again, the Avenues staff and our office neighbors, Spacelabs
Healthcare, participated in the NBC 15 Share Your Holidays
food drive this past month. This drive focuses on raising meals
to feed community members who are struggling with hunger in
Dane County. Avenues took on the challenge of filling up two
barrels this year! Mission accomplished!

GIFT GIVING
THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS and friends for their generous support

Avenues to Community, Inc. would like to thank everyone for their financial support throughout the year. Whether you
have been a sponsor or participated in our annual bowling event, made a donation through the Partners in Giving and State
Employees Combined Campaigns, or made an anonymous donation, your financial support is greatly appreciated.
As you think about your year-end gift giving, please consider making a tax deductible donation to Avenues to Community,
Inc. We have now made the gift of giving easier by adding a PayPal “Donate” button at the bottom of our website at
avenuestocommunity.com. After making your donation, you will receive a letter acknowledging your gift.
Your financial gift will allow us to continue our mission today and into the future. From all of us at Avenues to Community,
we thank you for your support. Together we can truly make a difference!

JN WOODWORKS
Home Remodeling Specialist

Kevin Keisling
Executive Director
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AVENUES TO COMMUNITY, INC.
2802 Coho Street, Suite 201
Madison, WI 53713
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SERVING INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

and Best Wishes for the New Year
Season’s Greetings

